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upon the elaborateness of the ritual. The more
costly services include prayers chanted by a priest
and greater intricacy in the matter of serving the
sake.
"We have to allow an hour and a half for the
long services. We ask all wedding parties to be
on hand thirty minutes before the wedding rites,
however, so that no last minute details can delay
the service. If the bride wants to touch up her
hair we have a professional hairdresser attached
to the shrine for that purpose. If the weather is
bad the bride can just bring her clothes and even
get her hair dressed here in our beauty parlour*
Grooms forget things too. No one can be kte
as we have a schedule to follow," said the priest
with a business-like precision which indicated a
dislike of last minute rushes. In/fact, things go so
according to programme at the lidabashi Daijingu
that a couple must apply there for the privilege of
getting married at least a week ahead of time*
Sometimes there is a long waiting list during
the rush season. Even a photographer is kept
by the institution for the convenience of wedding
parties.
Equally well organized for weddings is the
Tokyo Nishi Honganji, but it has no waiting list.
One of the priests informed me that Buddhist